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FLOOR DEBATE

that by a fairly g ood b r o a d e n i n g  of the sales tax base, we can 
lower t he rate and we can address some of th e  ma j o r  fiscal 
p roblems t hat we are n ow experiencing. I t h i n k  t h a t  Senator 
Bra s h e a r  is entitled, and should be a l l o w e d  to m ak e that 
argument to the Legi s l a t u r e  as a whole. He will, at the moment, 
I think, o n l y  be able to do t hat if we are able to m o v e  beyond 
the c i g a r e t t e  ta x  issue. It is p o s s i b l e  t hat S e n a t o r  Brashear 
will be able to suggest to us that if we b r o a d e n  th e  sales tax 
b ase sufficiently, that we w o u l d  not be r e q u i r e d  to have, in our 
considerations, an i ncrease in the cigar e t t e  ta x  b a s e . . . o r  in 
cigarette ta x  rates. Perhaps you will find t hat attractive. 
Perhaps t h a t  is somet h i n g  that yo u  wo u l d  rat h e r  do. Maybe you 
w o u l d  ra th e r  b r o a d e n  the sales tax base rather t h a n  increase the 
cigarette ta x  rate for a p a r t  of th e  r e s o l u t i o n  of our fiscal 
difficulties. At any rate, as I've suggested. S e n a t o r  Brashear, 
I believe, is p r e p a r e d  to make, n ot only th e  arg u m e n t  for a 
sub...for a b r o a d e n i n g  of the sales t ax base, b u t  also the 
argument that if we do as he suggests w e  w o u l d  no t  h a v e  to do a 
cigarette t a x  increase. I h o p e  t h a t  we can come t o  a point 
w here S e nator B r a s h e a r  is able to make t hat ar g u m e n t  to you. 
A n d  we c an only do that if we're able to m ove off the third
division, t h e . . .the c i g a r e t t e ... cigar e t t e  ta x  division. So I 
w ould h o p e  t hat yo u  w o u l d  d e f e a t  S e nator C h a m b e r s ' moti o n  to
reconsider, and that subseq u e n t l y  we could t hen  m o v e  to adoption 
of the th i r d  division, even tho u g h  S e nator B r a s h e a r  w o u l d  later 
suggest that it be struck. T hat may seem a little b i t  odd in
pr o c e d u r a l  t e r m s , bu t  we w o u l d ... I ... I th i n k  we w o u l d  have to go 
f o r ward on that basis.

S P E AKER KRISTENSEN: One minute.

SENATOR WICKERSHAM: But, th a n k  you, Mr. President. An d  we will
see what, I guess, w h a t  adv o c a c y  Senator Ch a m b e r s  ca n  bring to 
this issue, and w h e t h e r  he, like I, b e l i e v e  t h a t  it is
wo r t h w h i l e  to c o nsider a br o a d e n i n g  of our sales ta x  base.

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: S e nator Chambers.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. President, m e mbers  of the Legislature,
although S e nator Wi c k e r s h a m  w e n t  away over the n o o n h o u r  and came 
b ack converted. I'm the same as I was b e f o r e  I left, except


